| grew up in a family of 6 and had a life that was ok really. My Dad died when | was 16. | still lived
at home and I had to teach my Mum to use cash points, write cheques and fill in forms. My Mum’s
first language is not English. My family are not Christian and the only childhood memory | have in
relation to faith was when | asked my Mum if she believed in God (I think this was possibly around
the time my Dad died). My Mum told me she had been brought up in a Catholic family, but had
denounced her faith when there was an incident at her local Church. This is the only time | can
recall a discussion (which wasn’t really a discussion) about faith.

| spent a number of years as an auxiliary nurse in a local hospital. During that time | saw a number
of people practising their faith as they were ill and had their beliefs to support them on the road to
recovery. | changed my career path in 1999 and trained to be a social worker.

Up until Tuesday of this week | worked approx. 40 miles from my home. About a year and a half
ago | needed a team manager for one of my teams. | interviewed about 5 people. A couple of
them | refused to employ and two more decided that for various reasons they could not continue.
Then | interviewed a woman called Lynn. We got on well, which was useful, as we would be shar-
ing an office! Lynn agreed to start the job and frankly | hung the flags out at this point as | had
been trying to fill this post for a long time! Little did | know what a difference employing Lynn would
make to life both in and out of work.

We worked together for sometime | knew that Lynn was a believer and that she had an Alpha
coaster for her cup (although to be honest at that stage | wasn’t too sure what Alpha was)!

| cannot say how, when and where exactly | started thinking about God and Christianity and | sup-
pose | started asking questions. | am sure you have all been asked the same questions at some
point “ if there is a God why is there so much suffering” “why do children die” (I never said | was
very original with my questions!) Lynn explained about Alpha and the purpose of it. She said a
course was starting soon in Chipping Campden. | spoke to Mark (my husband) about my discus-
sion with Lynn and he already knew all about Alpha and the purpose of it!

Everywhere | went people seemed to have Alpha stickers in their cars! One morning on my way
out of town | had two cars in front of me with Alpha stickers and a Church to me left with a huge
Alpha banner outside. “Ok God” | said out loud “I'll do Alpha”! When | got into work | said to Lynn
“I've been thinking about what you said about Alpha and it sounds a good way to get a better un-
derstanding of what this all means. It's a shame Alpha has already started at Chipping Campden”.
Practically before my sentence was finished Lynn had her mobile out and was speed dialling Phil-
lip * Saying I'm sure it won’t be a problem’. Philip was home and being the helpful minister he is
said it would not be a problem!

| joined in week 3. Before you all think | missed week 1 and 2 no | didn’t. | missed the food and
Philip’s jokes, but did the first 2 weeks on route between work and meeting Lynn’s husband on
route home, with Lynn doing the explaining and me asking questions. | came to Alpha and from
the minute | set foot in this Church | have not looked back. The food was fantastic and | have to
say thank you to everyone, who is involved with that. There were also Philip’'s weekly jokes and |
learnt a huge amount from Alpha mainly more questions. We started coming to Church at the
same time as | started Alpha. The first week Lynn and Kenny sat in the back row and saved us the
2 seats nearest the door, yes she knows me well, we were all set for a sharp exit should the need
arise.

The past 11 months at work have been very difficult. When | was off work over the summer Lynn
kept in touch and we would meet at Alpha. Lynn visited me at home and we spent about 10 min-
utes talking about work and the rest of the time about my emerging belief in God and yes yet more
guestions. Following a lot of prayer | came to the conclusion to leave my job, which I did.



In January 2008 our family did not have a bible in the house, now in November 2008 we have sev-
eral, plus numerous books. | see my Baptism as the new me, leaving behind what has not been
right. | am new to my Christian beliefs and have had a steep learning curve, which continues.

If it was not for Lynn’s patience and the welcome we received from everyone at CCBC | may have
missed that knocking on the door, but | was made to pause long enough to hear (perhaps | heard
more clearly because | was off work). | believe God has been guiding me over the years and stay-
ing with me even though | have ignored this up until recently, but now | am listening very carefully
indeed.
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